MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
among
THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN
THE KYRGYZ REPUBLIC
THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN
THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN
and
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

WITH RESPECT TO COOPERATION ON

DECARBONIZATION INITIATIVES IN CENTRAL ASIA

OCTOBER 24, 2023



This MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (the "Memorandum") is concluded
among the United States of America, acting through the United States Agency for
International Development ("USAID"), the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz
Republic, the Republic of Tajikistan, and the Republic of Uzbekistan, each referred to
as a "Participant"” and together as the "Participants".

Whereas the Participants possess a diverse mix of energy resources including clean
energy potential;

Whereas the Participants express their understanding of the importance of
modernizing their infrastructure and diversifying their energy resources;

Whereas the Participants seek economic benefits through mutually beneficial
cooperation in the field of electricity;

Whereas the five Central Asian countries endeavor to lower greenhouse emissions;
and

Whereas an interconnected regional electricity market is of decisive importance for
improving energy security across Central Asia.

NOW THEREFORE, the Participants express their intentions in this Memorandum as
follows:

The Participants intend to work together to:

e Exchange carbon emission reduction strategies to identify areas of

cooperation to increase regional energy connectivity;

e Define and prioritize areas for actionable and specific collaboration, such as:
Promoting renewable energy generation, including solar and wind
projects;

0 Gradual reduction of various types of emissions through the
introduction of advanced technologies and the use of new approaches;
o0 Promoting energy efficiency among users of energy; and

e Expand opportunities to leverage Central Asia electricity generation more

efficiently across the region.

The Participants recognize that this Memorandum is not an international agreement
and does not give rise to rights or obligations under international law, and that this
Memorandum is not an obligation of funds and is not intended to constitute a legally
binding commitment by any Participant or create any rights on behalf of or for any
party that is not a Participant.



Nothing in this Memorandum intends to constitute, or be construed as, an offer,
promise or undertaking by any Participant to finance all or part of any activity or
project identified in or pursuant to this Memorandum.

In the event that opportunities are identified, specific arrangements for any such
activity or project are to be mutually decided among the respective Participants.
Each of the Participants should incur its own expenditures arising as the result of the
implementation of this Memorandum, unless otherwise specified in a relevant
separate instrument.

The Participants may meet on an as-needed basis to review and discuss the
implementation of this Memorandum, assess the achievement of the objectives as
set out herein above, and consider necessary adjustments, if any.

The Participants recognize that any assistance provided by USAID hereunder to a
Participant is part of the U.S. Government’s program of assistance to that Participant
and under the applicable agreement for cooperation to facilitate the provision of
assistance and is subject to the terms and conditions of that agreement.

This Memorandum may be modified and supplemented by mutual written decision
of all the Participants, issued by separate arrangements, intended as an integral part.

Any disagreement related to the interpretation or implementation of this
Memorandum is expected to be resolved through consultations and negotiations
among the Participants.

This Memorandum is expected to commence on the date of signature set forth
below until September 30, 2025, and may be extended by mutual written decision of
all Participants. It is understood that any Participant may withdraw from this
Memorandum at any time but should endeavor to provide thirty (30) days prior
written notice to the other Participants.

Signed in the Republic of Uzbekistan in Samarkand City on the 24th of October 2023.
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